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Quiz #3A


Topics in School Library Media—CIMT 513

Quiz 3A:  Digital Plagiarism
PART ONE—For the following items, HIGHLIGHT the BEST response: (4 pts. each)

1.  The Center for Academic Integrity is based at


a. Dover Academy 

b. Duke University 





c. Drake University

d. Dartmouth University 

2.  Among reasons cited for increased cheating and plagiarism in high school is/are


a. competition for college admissions

b. emphasis on grades vs. intellectual growth

c. cost effectiveness



d. both a and b
3.  Plagiarism means

a. to appropriate the work of someone else without attribution

b. to commit literary theft

c. over paraphrasing the written work of others

d. both a and b

4.  Implementation of an honor code must include


a. active student involvement

b. enforcement


c. monetary support 


d. severe sanctions

5.  Teachers can significantly impact the prevention of plagiarism by 


a. carefully designing assignments that have “intermediate” progress checkpoints

b. making examples of habitual offenders

c. talking to students and parents about intellectual property rights


d. assisting with the development of stringent school policy
6.  Clues in a paper that point to plagiarism include


a. signs of datedness


b. mixed citation styles


c. unusual formatting


d. all of the above
7.  Term paper mills are


a. typically touted as “research resources” only



b. legal


c. neither of the above

d. both a. and b. 
8.  ISU uses which of the following anti- plagiarism services?


a. CyberCop


b.  TurnItIn



c. Integraware


d.  HonestyOne
9.    Paper mills may


a. recycle/recirculate previously written research papers


b. charge students for papers on their desired topics


c. sometimes offer “customizing” services for very specific topics


d. all of these
10.    Plagiarism.com and Turnitin.com


a. create digital fingerprints of works submitted to them


b. maintain a database containing hundreds of thousands of research papers


c. cross-reference submitted works against their databases to detect plagiarism


d. all of these
PART TWO—For the following items, indicate your response changing the X to either T (true) or F (false):  (4 pts. each)

1.  T   Honor codes that are enforced tend to reduce plagiarism by about 1/3 to 1/2 lower than at schools without honor codes or without enforced honor codes.

2.  F   While a university student himself, Tim Berry developed the software that now serves as the basis for a popular commercial electronic plagiarism detector known as Turnitin.com.

3.  T    Prior to the Internet plagiarism detection was more time consuming.

4.  F    Most teachers/professors are willing to spend as much time as necessary to deal with instances of plagiarism.

5.  T    According to several of the readings associated with this topic preemptive education has not proven effective in addressing the increasing problem of electronic plagiarism.

6.  T    Simply put, copyright means the legal protection of intellectual property.

7.  T   Private schools are more likely to have honor codes than public schools.
8.  T   Despite the fact that term paper mills are illegal, they reflect the lawless nature of the internet.

9.  T  School library media specialists should play a leadership role in the prevention of plagiarism.
10. T  The rise of plagiarism suggests a need for increased educational emphasis on character education, academic integrity and teaching students to “do the right thing.”
ESSAY QUESTIONS— 10 pts. EACH

Answer each of the following.  So long as you hit on the critical points, both of these questions can be answered rather briefly.

What does information literacy have to with digital plagiarism?  What is the role of the school library media specialist/librarian in addressing the problem of digital plagiarism?


In order to understand how digital plagiarism is related to information literacy, a basic working knowledge of both terms needs to be given.  A person is considered information literate when they have the skills necessary to identify, locate, and access needed information and then take that information and effectively, critically, and ethically apply that information to the task at hand.  Being information literate shows that one is a life-long learner; he or she has learned how to learn.  


Digital plagiarism is what a person does when they intentionally, or unintentionally, copy or use words and ideas that have been found in a digital format, most notably, the World Wide Web.  Since the advent of the Internet, digital plagiarism has risen dramatically among students, due to the easy nature of cutting and pasting items into a word document.  This type of patch writing is probably the most common form of digital plagiarism, but students also need to know and understand a vast amount of additional information about this topic, as well, such as learning about copyright and intellectual property rights, too.  

Ways the media specialist can help students learn information literacy and combat digital plagiarism at the same time are numerous.  First, making sure students know that you understand and are aware of what they are doing is a big step.  Discuss how to summarize and paraphrase the information they are using; teach how to cite sources correctly; show the ease with which a teacher can check and see if a work has been plagiarized.  Plagiarizing for the student has gotten easier, but so has catching plagiarized work with the use of web tools such as Turnitin.com or wordchecksystems.com, to name just two.  Media specialists need to make sure the students know and understand what is and is not acceptable in terms of plagiarism.  Teaching students how to become critical thinkers in regards to research is a big part of the media specialist’s job.  

What is an “honor code” and what should a good one include?  What considerations should be given to the creation and implementation of a school honor code? 

An honor code is a statement describing a school, club or organization’s stance on integrity.  It should include five fundamental values – honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility – as the guiding principles of the code.  Often an honor code will spell out what are considered actions that violate the acceptable code of conduct.  Usually these are things such as what is considered to be cheating, plagiarism, lying, falsification or academic dishonesty.  The responsibilities of the students, teachers, administrators and parents are outlined in the honor code, and a guiding set of consequences of violations to the code are also usually included.  

If a school would like to create and implement an honor code, one of the first things needed would be creating a sense of why this is needed.  Students are best served with an honor code when they feel they have had some input into its creation for the fairness that it will give them.  A committee should be formed that will look at the community’s current values in regards to what they see as academic integrity.  Allowing for open, honest communication and input by all stakeholders is an essential next step in the creation process.  There are numerous examples of what honor codes look like, and these can be used as models during the drafting process. Once the document has been written, approved and put into place, it is up to the entire community to make an honest effort to implement the honor code.  Discussion needs to be ongoing, taking place before, during and after assessments and assignment work.  Students will need guidance in order to make sure they are working towards creating a community of honesty.
